Faculty Staff Union 2026-2027 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, Sep 15th 2-3:30pm
Campus Center 1-1110

Note-Taker for this meeting: Brian White

Present:
· Lynne Benson 
· Katie D’Urso
· EK Lee
· Jessica Holden
· Karen Grayson
· Patricia Krueger-Henney
· Lynne Byall-Benson
· Lorenzo Nencioli (sick)
· Jason Rodriquez
· Helen Poynton
· Brian White
· Andreas Henao-Castro


1) Approved agenda
2) Approved minutes from May 7, 2026 (see attachment)
3) Briefly discussed Keith Jones’ situation.
4) Personnel updates
· Motion to approve decisions made on Sept 8 planning meeting
· Jessica, Steve Striffler, Nick, Juravich, Jeff Melnick => The Point
· Jason + Jessica => interim co-chairs (Treasurer)
· Andres + Brian => salary anomaly
· Patricia + EK => FSU Events Committee
· Rotate note taking for Ex-comm meetings by alphabetical order and approve Brian as the formal person for paperwork
· Melissa Malone => Health and Welfare committee
· Karen, Patricia, Helen, Andres => Anti-racism grant committee
· Helen will represent FSU for MTA Fair Wages Now Campaign
· Filling vacancies on ex-comm. (One Pre-tenure TT and two NTT). In spring 2026 we decided we would hold a special election in fall 2026 for Pre-tenure TT position. Decided 6 in favor 3 opposed to hold a special election for all TT and NTT candidates. Result: we will hold elections for all.
· Elections Committee (Travis Johnston (fall), Andrew Elder, Lynne Benson, Lorenzo Nencioli - Qualtrics tutorial)
5) Catching up and discussion of FSU summer activities:
· Ongoing Issues with multiple members affected
· Disability accessibility for digital materials deadline (Spring 2027)
· Impact bargaining – possible ideas to consider
· Compensation for training
· Course release for those with a lot to do
· Music/performing arts faculty
· Some are < 25% time – this is the lowest level of dues for MTA; could we think of a way to cover their dues? – in progress
· Nursing Sim Lab faculty
· Moved from PSU to FSU but the FSU contract doesn’t cover all their issues.
· School For the Environment
· Trying to get impact bargaining going over many changes there – looks like we may be able to impact bargain

· Long-term budget planning
· Overview and discussion of budget inaccuracies
· we’ve thought that ~$20K has been going to reserves but that’s not right (b/c ~30 faculty are 100% fall 0% spring and we thought 100% both)
· we’ve been over-paying MTA
· can we get this back? It is possible.
· we have corrected these
· Possibility of adding to our cash reserves
· ~$65K there now (this is too small; $95K would be better)
· We may be able to put ~$1K/mo to reserves from our operating budget
· Possibility of moving our reserves to a credit union with high-yield savings
· Ex: Rockland Federal Credit Union
· Look at their investment portfolio
· Andres will look into places that align with our values
· Possibility of utilizing available stipend funds
· We budget for ~$20K but only spend ~$10K
· What to do with the rest?
· Hire an organizer?
6) Healey Library campaign
· Update on where things stand (FC, Grievance, Mass Media)
· FC is interested in helping out
· Kathleen Kirelis (sp) told FC there’s a report on the library to come out soon
· Discussion of potential next steps
· Grievance hearing
· Undergrads want to do a petition – maybe do joint with faculty?

7) Jason will look into getting results of FC’s survey about the Provost – will talk to FC people.
8) Membership drive kickoff – Discussion of how to build on what we did last year. (Jessica)
· In person training weds 10/7 1-2PM and then 10/15 (zoom)
· Check-in for results 12/2
· Focus on newly-hired TT faculty.
· Enlarge Membership committee & merge with Events committee
9) MTA Fair Wages Campaign
· Discussion and vote
· Participate on planning/coordinating committee? Helen
· Participate in HELC meetings? Friday mornings
· Voted to endorse the campaign
· Helen will draft a “ballot question” to add to the election poll to have people support or not this campaign
10) Upcoming meetings with admin. 
· Labor-management meeting next Tuesday Sep 22 2-3pm (Zoom) – agenda items? Anyone want to sit in? 
· Bring up the library
· Labor-Relations on Friday Sep 25.
 
